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M* C, Subramaniam has done wt. And far more daringly than his ‘prede- 
cessor, Mr Y. B, Chiavan, ever attempted to do. His budget has met 
cally poimt by point the demands of big business: He has agreed to virtually 
practically pomt by pomt the demands of big business, He has agreed to virtually 


clamourig for a long time. He has extended the facilities under tax holidays, 


taised the concessions under initial depreciation allowance and widened the 
span and. coverage of the development rebate. He has withdrawn deprecia- 
tion in respect of imported cars acquired after February 28, 1975 and at thie 
game time has allowed full depreciation for indigenous cars, irfespective of 
their costs, A more novel gift for the makers of Indian cars is difficult to 
imagine. But, if we are not mistaken, it was Mr Subramaniam who had 
described the Ambassador cars as tin-boxes and Hindustan Motors as a junk- 
shop when he was serving a stintsas the Minister for Industrial Development 
some years ago. Mr Subramaniam will make India safe for the capitalists. 
It would be wrong te ssy however that fhe Finance Minister has ‘not 
thought of the common man. He-has, insofar as it is necessary to serve his 
purpese, The common man in India is perhaps ihe most docile creature on 
Every-year the budser keeps on adding hit burden. Still, when 
it comies to accepting more burtles, he. is full of grace, My Subramaniam. has 
accordingly put another load of Rs 288 -c; s on his shoulder as the first 
instalment, More will come As il yeny proare Ses Almost everyiling that 
the mildle classes and the poor cans as been brought under additional 
taxation. And even those items which have been left uncovered by the -tax 
net will also now bo many times dearer, if only in sympathy But the pur- 
chasing power of the fixed income group remains fixed, indeed is being reduced 
because of the price me Eve he payment of dearness allowance has become 
an isste of antense stinly atid imputed importance. The longer itis délayed, 
the better it is for the Government. Yes. a few sops have been thrown at 
the middle class like the increased income-tax rebate on account of provident 
fund deductions and life insurance premiums. But the few bucks that it may 
save from all this would be more than swept away by the buygeoning bill on 
other necessities. With the elections not very far off. Mr Subramaniam ap- 
parently ‘has tamed his socialist fervo [ NV i i 80 has bee mi our impression, 
boils in the heart cf many of our distinguished leaders. He for one at least 
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The Confrontation 


A.P.M 


convinced 

statement citadel of 
Indian entrepreneurship, the Federation 
of Indian Chambers af Commerce- and. 


Indusgey (FICCI){ that “indust#y thad 


HIS year began with 2 


from ‘the 


already come under the “cloud of re- 
cessionary forces”. There was a quick 
rebuttal from the Government side. by 


no less a pérson than the Prime Minis- 
ter hersel—& The private sector's cries 
of anguish, simulated or genuine, have 
since then been smoothered quickly by 
stout denials and rosy 
picturisations of the 
first two months of 
At times it. looked as if 
enterprisewallahs had finally succumbed 
to New Delhi's spirited defence of the 
genreally messy manner in which Mrs 
Gandhi’s Government has so far tackled 
the economic and financial problems. 
Now, after the lull in the private sec- 
tor’s ‘hesitant attempts to build up an; 
informed public opinion critical of “the 
adntinistration of economic ‘and 4llted 
issues, comés a sign of renewed activity. 
The Tata Engineering and Locomotive 
Co. Ltd. (TELCO) has started issuing 
a Lwo-page questionnaire to various in- 
dustrial units, containing queries on 
the recipients’ production performances, 
market trends, approximate sales, etc. 
The choice of units which have already 
received the questionnaire is wide and 
therefore, significant; apparently, an 
attempt is being made to undertake as 
comprehensive a survey as feasible for 
@.pfivatte organisation. \ The questionn- 
aire intends to assess the actual state 
of affairs in the industrial sector of the 
economy as being experienced by the 
large, medium and small-scale units. 
It seems unlikely that he TELCO as 
an individual company would be in- 
terested in this sort of survey, for it is. 
certainly wider in scope than a modest 
attempt at charting demand projections 
for one's products. One probability is 
that the Tatas, and stretching the infer- 
ence further, the Swatantra Party, are 
interested in the outcome of the survey, 
possibly to be tised as a tool against the 


increasingly 
economy in the. 
1975. 


private 


statistical bulldozer New Delhi is tune 
leashing almost daily on a still largely 
sceptical citizenship. 

The. lingering debate on the existence 
Indian economy 
exposes yet again the peculiar relation- 
ship: existing between the Government 
and business in this country. The Iat- 
ter criticises the former on policy matters 
only to an extent; as if an agreement. on 
this far and no farther has to be honowr- 
ed. OF course, the essentially gentle- 
manly approach both sides adopt owes 


of a recession in the 


its origin to the wider class relationship 
of the two. But, they fight maiily on 
ideological grounds at least to a point 
and this aspect makes such engagement 
all the more interesting. Indian busi 
ness has a very valid reason to be eter- 
nally grateful to the Government be- 
cause it is the latter which» has made 
it possible for both industry and trade 
to operale in a virtually competition-less 
market. It has been long acknowledged 
that no capitalist country has: ever pro« 
vided the extent of protection that 
India has extended to her private sec- 
tor. This situation has of course led 
to two developments now equally well 
known: the average rate of growth of 
profit in. all these years las been enor- 
mous (this is something. which even 
government statistics cannot, or do not, 
hide) and ihe constant absence of com- 
petition has rendered Indian trade and 
industry almost totally incapable of, 
facing rivalry in world markets, After 
all, what has been India's achievement 
in export? For every bit of foreign 
exchange that an Indian exporter earns, 
scores of domestic buyers have to pay 
through their noses in order to subsi- 
dise the export which has actually been 
doné at a loss, The export subsidy 
comes from the effectively covered home 
market and this is something that may 
not be ‘uncompréhending even to a 
Youth Congressman. 

All this comes out nn the open when- 
ever a confrontation develops between 
the Government and 
country, Recently, government spo- 
kesmen have been uncommonly harsh 
in replying to the private sector's tales 
of woe, This might indicate a growing 
unwillingness to pamper a spoilt child 
to an extent made unnecessary by the 
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bounty already bestowed on it. But 
there is reason {o suspect that this deve- 
people 
tl ; » f +} J 

than the Government of the cay com- 


lopment is confined to fewer 
prises. 
Closest Affinity. 


The first quarter of 1975 perhaps 
witnessed the closest ideological affinity 
between Government and business in 
independent. India, The paradox of a 
private sector making hay while the 
economy as awhole suffers has never 
been more apparent. Trus, 1974 has 
been a bad year for the industrial sec- 
tor, but the trading sector ha: reaped 
a harvest of uncommon size. And when 
the close relationship, and often the 
identification of, between 
tors is remembered, it may be appre- 
ciated that the loss or relafively less 


the two sec- 


profits in one has been more than. com: 
pensated by huge profits in the othe; 
Almost all hig business houses are in- 
volved in the sugar industry; it is com- 
ron knowledge thar the 


policy pursued since 1973 in respect of 


government 


this industry has. enabled these ‘houses. 


scale which is quit. truth- 
fully unprecedented. New Delhi ‘has 
kept on reassuring the’ private sector 
paper industry, 809 .of which is con- 
trolled, by five houses, that it would not 
be taken over. One Central Ministry 
has till now sticcessfully prevented ano- 
ther Ministry from initiatmg a retention 
price policy in respect of new cement! 
all owned! 


to profit on 


older units, 
oppose 


units which the 


by large houses, vehemently 


because it would disturb their profit 
making in relation to the new ones, 
Most foreign-owned Jarge-profitability 


companies are branching out into high- 
profitability, low-risk fields. through the 
excellent, loophole of the obligation to 
comply with the Foreign Exchange Re 
gulation Act. The State 
dealing with petroleum and pharniacen- 
ticals had to make it very clear to who- 
evey was interested that the Government 
was still far 
silege like planning to take over the 
In short, the 


{imister of 


from committing a sac- 
foreign drug companies. 
private sector ‘has every reason to re- 
: ae 
main grateful to-such an astonishingly 
understanding Government. 
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This essentially intimate yelationship 
is sometimes overshadowed by tempo- 
rary conflicts, like the one concerning 
recession, When these conflicts can ‘also 
be developed imto political materials, 
the private sector's tenacity to pursue 
them becomes It is pro- 
bably this that is happening in the case 
of the TELCO. questionnaric 


noticeable. 


Interview with 
Mohammad Toaha 


Lasse BERG 


L.B,: How would you describe the 
present situation in Bangladesh? 

MUT.: There has been a gradual 
transformation in the attitude of the com- 
mon people in respect of this Govern- 
The Government headed by 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman played all the 
tricks in the past and successfully hood- 
winked the people in respect of their. 
various other 
probniems. It is well known that 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, while he agi- 
lated on the six-point programme, pro- 
mised the people that he would feed 
them. Rice would be sald at Rs. 20 taka 
per maund and wheat at [0 taka. Now 
ihe people are experienring quite differ- 
now 


That 


ment. 


economic and 





ent conditions. The Government is 
totally isolated from the people. 
is the whole position. 

L.B So should be done to 
change this situation? 

M.T,: Personally 1 believe, and my 
associates also believe, mm certain prin- 
ciples. Revolutionary change is.a task of 
the people. It depends on the people and 
if they can be organised a successful 
revolutionary change can be . effected. 
The precondition for thal is the unity 
of the left and patriotic forces. This is 
A revolution- 
ary change is nobody can 
check it.. The temper of the people is 
also changing on that line? There is still 
a vacuum in the leadership of the left 


So unity of the 


what 


what we generally think 
inevitable, 


sO to say. 
left forces and other patriotic sections 
of the people can create conditions where- 


movement, 





in we can go alwad afd etm 
lutionary change in Our GM 











L.B.; How 


come about) 


should 


M.T.: As 1 have N CANO | 
the revolution is the task oye 
When millions of people will? 
you can expect a revoliticnim 
otherwise, no. ITtsis not fine 
handful of people with @ am 
determination and couraees 
enough. The main qa 
forward the revolutionary a 
pends on leadership, but fimaial 
be connected with the 































the real force of the revalill 
fighting mass struggles, mails 
headed by a revolutionary ms 
nised on the basis of M ni 
Mao thought can lead them 
our expected goal, Thal 
think, there is no altemutiv: 

L.B.: What do-you thin i 
role of yarious foreign 
is a revoltitionary develop 
ladesh? Do you foresee 
intervention in such a caaeey 


M.T.: Perhaps this ques 
have been widely discissed im 
text of the whole so-called 
struggle. We are of the de 
that the war of 197] was ‘com 
ly arranged by interested 
powers in collaboration Mithill 
in our country. The age 
at the top of the Govemh 
rally they will never weleoms 
ary change in our county 
a statement (in which) we 
tain observations in respect ae 
of the imperialist powem 
larly the USA, Soviet Russie 
These three foreign powers 
terested in any good of Whim 
Any change for the better i 
can be achieved only {hrouehn 
monary change. \ 

In the creation of Bam 
the super-powers had their fe 
cone a ‘s 
however doesn’t mean that pm 
want their right of wifi 
During this long period Ob 
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there is reason to suspect that this deve- 


bounty already bestowed on it. 
lopment is confined to fewer people 
than the Government of the day com- 
prises, 


Closest Affinity. 


The first quarter of 1975 perhaps 
witnessed the closest ideological affinity 
between Government and business in 
independent India. The paradox of a 
private sector making hay 
economy as. awwhole suffers has never 
been more apparent- True, 1974 has 
been a bad year for the industrial sec- 
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tor, but the trading sector. has reaped 
And when 
often the 


the two 3é&c- 


a harvest of uncommon size. 
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identification 
tors is remembered, it may be appre- 
ciated that the loss or relatively less 
profits in one has been more than com- 
pensated by huge profits in the 


of, between 


oth 
Almost all big business houses are in- 
volved in the sugar industry; it is com- 
mion. knowledge that the 
policy pursued since 1973 in respect of 
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to profit on a scale which is quite truth- 
New Delhi ‘has 


kept on reassurmg the private sector 


government 
enabled these ‘houses 
fully unprecedented. 


paper industry, 80% of which is con- 
trolled by five houses, that it would not 
be taken over. One Central Ministry 
has. till now -sticcessfully prevented ano- 
ther Ministry from initiating a retention 
price policy in of new cement 
units which the older units, all owned 
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excellent loophole of the obligation to 
comply with the Foreign Exchange Re- 
gulation Act. The Minister of State 
dealing with petroleum and pharmaceu- 
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ever was interested that the Government 
was still far 
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private sector has every reason to reée~- 
main grateful to such an astonishingly 


from committing a sac- 


foraien drug companies. 


understanding Government. 


4 


FRONTIER 


This essentially intimate felationship 
is sometimes overshadowed by tempo- 
rary conflicts, like the one concerning 
yecession. When these conflicts can also 
political materials, 
the private sector's tenacity to pursue 
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present situation in Bangladesh: 
M.T.: There 


transformation in the attitude of the com- 


How would you describe the 


has been a gradual 
mon people in respect of this Goyern- 
ment. The Goverment headed by 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman played all the 
tricks in the past and successfully hood- 
winked the people in respect of their 
various other 
well known that 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, while he agi- 


economic and 


probniems, It is 


tated on the six-point programme, pro- 
mised the people that he would feed 
them. Rice would be sold at Rs. 20 taka 
Now 


the people are experienring quite differ- 


per maund and wheat at 10 taka. 


is now 


That 


ent conditions. The Government 
totally isolated from the ‘people. 
is the whole position. 

L.B.; So what should be done to 
change this sifuation? 

M.T.:. Personally I believe, and my 
ssociates also, believe, in certain prin- 
ciples. Revolutionary change is a task of 
the people. It depends on the people and 
if they can be organised a successful 
revolutionary change can be effected. 
The precondition for that is the unity 

the left and patriotic forces. This is 
A revolution- 
nobody can 


generally think. 
ange is inevitable, 
it.. The temper of the people is 
There is still 
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left and other patriotic sections 
of the people can create conditions where- 
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particulary the we have seen it with onr own cyes. 


feudal class in Before that 
clesire could be given a proper sh ipe th libe 
by the armed bands One is the Mu 
Bahini which was trained by'« Major G 
ral of the Indian Army. They were or 


nal collaborating classes 


> villages. Daring 





om étruggle 


enemies of the people backed in. lneia. 
imperialist powers sabotaged the whole 
movement. Now people lare (realising 
what You have already seen 


the change that has 





is whiat, 
They 
ber 16 and-started lalling the left p 


taken place in the 


course of these three years. Three years 
agitated people took 


agi 
7} oday I he 


forces, 
villa 


Muyib Bahini 


ISAIVe 





before when. Mujib 
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whole were surrounded by 





him to be the real deliverer. 
picture is otherwise; people backed by 

L.B:; 75% of the development bud- 
get in Bangladesh is at present 
by foreign aid. What is 
on the effect of foreign aid in Ba 


financec 





your opimon cross 


thro iho If the ured. 





desh? After 


M.T.: You see, it has destroyed our fw into the country and placed at 


whole economy, so to say. A nation can helm of affairs, they organised one a 


build itself up only by observing cer another several killer gangs. 
fain’ principles. Number one: if must {le Red Guards in Bengali, it is called 


those nine- months of so-called 
they organised several 


jib 
cn 
fas 


nised only to kill the genuine left forces. 
entered Bangladesh after Decem- 


ro- 


In certain districts even 


the 
the 


Indian Arnvy and then they looted every- 
thing, they killed whomsoever they came 
reign of terror was let loose 


this emigre Government ‘was 


the 
fler 


There is 


the. 


to 


have the courage to stand on ils own Lal Bahini; there is another, the Creen 
feet. Foreign assistance may be neces- Gua Shabuy Bahini. In the villages 
sary but ft is not the main thing, partic these: Green Guards are organised 


cularly in a poor country like ours with yepress the peasants. These volun 
70 million people Here so much corps have established concentra 
manpower is wasted. We can build up camps and torture chambers. They 


certain sectors of our economy only by out ai 





Leer 
lion 


go 


night, catch hold of the people, 


labour-intensive fethords. We be- take them to the torture chamber; killing 
lieve our country can be build isthe final stage. Several torture cham- 
up only by using our own re— bers have been established throughout 
sources first. Foreign assistance may be the country in different areas. Every- 
needed in the sphere of téchnical know- where Awami League MPs are the top 
how ete. bosses. You might have heard about the 

L.B.; What form does repression take dalled Special Team, they have got 





squads for killing and some 





in this country? 
M.T.: Perhaps 


1 . . ' 
know the types of repression thal go on 


rorereners the important officers m the police 


with 


' 
cdo not 


sriment having direct links 


of 
dw 
the 
get 


their 


here. When the Awami Lesguers in Prime Minister, Home Minister etc 
1971 started their so-called liberation the directives and they go on with 
movement they consciously took certain plan. Mujil the other day decried secret 


killines, but who are the secret kil 


measures just to curb the genuine Free 
; : . a , 
com fighters. A secret circular Was I55u- They organise the secre} killer Re 
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ings. 





ed by the central office of the Awami Rataliatory measures are there no doubt: 
League that the leftists must be treated but these retaliations ate hot 
as etiemies, Soa they organised repres- 
sion in the urban areas, with the hooligan 
and thieves in the villazes; they calle for Frontier contact 
it volunteer corps. Since the beginnin 
of the so-called liberation movement NAVODYA PUBLISHERS. 
launched by the Awami League they 
started killing and repressme the left + = 
progressives, A iardet circular, we ar Vijayawada-2, 
told, signed by the government in exile 4 
in India, said the leftists should be dis- Eluru Road, 
armed and kalled. The authenticity of 
this document cannot be denied because Andhra Pradesh 
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Scio re olu fonats 5. Last year a4 
police repr came oul im. our press. 
jujyis thar 3000 vam League 
peor) been ki but perhaps 
{ inin't care to go: through the news 
t ) published tm his own new spaper, 
fh mn! jew with one of the top- 
i } sf ce one of Dacca. The 
nali officer said that “all this time, 
ords we get over 15,000 kil- 
led Unofficial records would say 
perhaps 20,000. That gentleman 
regretted that he could not take any 
slep gainet the killings because of 
ef trem ! renitial political 
ircles. So killing is w day-to-day affair 
fred] by the rating at various 
| | Phey let loos tikenstéin’s 
1 the i 
their own men were killed. 
\ ‘ killed, at feast three were kil- 
lercl els o the own factional quarrels; 
Muiib. the other day in hi sperr h on 
veeniber 16 discovered two enemies 
only—nor impctialism, not feudalism 
musster: re Awami Leaguers, every- 
mill ers © the lies of the people. 
k But Who are the smugglers? 
Svougelers. are Awami Leaguers, every- 
We t 
So repression and killing are the gene- 
ral political lin f this regime. Ano- 
ther mmtevestme thing about our recent 
economi ind the Government's 





way to fiaht i the Government has 
rd . urement of the surplus pad 
ly of tl hi Wh at actually 
’ plac I received 

t I m one loc al MP, 
wi erywher the main person en- 
tn ! h the task of procuring sur- 
if vadlt irttially snatched away 
vervilil that the poor and middle pea- 
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One jotedar, big 
tandlord, owning several hundreds of 


sants are producing, 


acres of land gaye only eight maunds of 
paddy to the government procurement 
body, That local MP has made several 
lakhs of takas. 


L.B.: How would you compare the 





present situation with that during the 
rule of Yahya Khan in regard to repres- 
sion 


M-T.: Qualitatively this repressionis of 
a different kind From that of Yahya Khan. 








Yalrya Khan's repression was the result 
of an ilk t against an established 
gover foucht against Yabya 
Khi repression, in the face of foreign 





ession we fouglit, Wwe 





F t. wl ry ' 
vays, we frougnt lahva Khan's army, we 


fought against Indian aggression also, 
Repression during the time of Yahya Khan 
was the product of certain people going 
gainst an established government.. This 
isa different sitaation: Yahya Khan did 


trey the. industries, Yahya Khan’ 





rot cde 





a 
army in the initial stage Were killing no 


doubt, but after some time the killing 
The main ta 


Khan's repression were the rebels. But 


was stopped, t of Yahya 





now the type of repression going on mm 


eladesh uncdey the 





regime is not a 





repression against rebels, it is re 


pression against the people, peace-lov- 


ing people who fant fo survive as hu- 
man beings, who want to make — the 
country free from the cluiches of impe- 
rialism. Our country is still con- 
trolled by social-impena lism and Indian 


every important ofh 





expansionism, 


jal in the Bangladesh Army once told 


one of our friends that “you see- the 


Marxist-Leninist party 


| 


have been all 
inrou . 


ubout this Rakkhi Ba- 


lint, we have been reading their paper 





onyinced that it is 100 
So this Rakkhj 


; -e 1 
Bahbini is being used for repressing the 


na now ] an 


in Indian contingent’ 


people These hijackers are Awami 
Leasuers, the looters are Awami Lea- 


Awami l eu- 


affair 


ucrs, the ‘repressor ur 


suets, This is just an orranised 
of a set of people who are out to loot 
the people in any way they can 

l 
lations hetween different for powers 
in Bangladesh like the US... the Soviet 


Union, India? Which do you see as: th: 





How would you assess 





thain enemy? 


fought both. 





M.T.: At this stage the 
enemy is social impenaliinn al 
expansionism: You know ii 
of South East Asia Indi 
ultique position. The India’ - 4 
is a very cunning and sieele 4 nits 
has been all 
witl) iperalinmie 
immperialiel 
is pa aa 
it advantageous fo “Ulmer OO 

exists 
Peounivy 
iy the ) 
} 
iteinss- 
me fay d 
oi)! 

. u cyel 
) ndictic i 
bee Tl 


Horna 





bourgcoisi¢ and if 
collaborating 
eolluborating with 
the super-powers i 
think e| 
in their 
big bourgeoisie and (he “Gow 
collaborated with the two supmn 


India liwel fi 


development in the private sae 


essive clesiuns, 


















in varrous ieids 


the help of American moviey at 
public sector with Seve) Fagl 


peculiar advil 


India Jxas that 
bargaining strength of gainiig im 
Inellan | 1) 
ll through a 


raling with imperialism in Te mre i 
new 


“ , 
camps... Because the 


googie ‘has been 
any freedom movement, any 
movement or struggle will beam eal si 
by the super-powers through [itl pens att 
dia 1s Be co! 
L.B.: Do you see the rem Bilt of 


esi ha a very: the 


their base here. 





Process in Banglad 








term affait When. will Ba c 

be- governed by 4 -revolutionany Btress 

ment? of 
M.T,: Since the revolution om ime 


it has been the general [eatin 
everywherd hy im the 
struggle can ac 
1) hesigenion 
be a prot icted war ol liberathath 


end a 


volutionary. struggle 
vevolulionary 
victory just by a stroke, 
a quick 


do not visualise 


And we are making our propid)  ' 
cious along this line. Bian it £ 
L.B:: How many political on 


do you think there are in Bingimaens 
M.T.: It would be approximalllgimmere 
10,000, By |; 


ral 
4 
nue 
For Frontier contact arge 
rol 
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ingle Party”’ 


‘a @ its 

































Went revolutionary situation 
Sa the world as well as in 
. A new upsurse has be- 
Mevolitionary struggle of the 
ie against the four bis 
a upsurge which promises 
or and higher than any 
itty and people have wit- 
since 1947, All the basic 
of the Indian 
efesily aggravated. The 


society 


ely meaning classes have split 
thie 7 each other's throats. 

ty tive feature of the present 
be w tion i that there exist 


in and disarray in the ranks 
mimist revolutionaries. As 
Pihie division, the reactionary 
Simmist forces in the coun- 
fie their level best to divert 
af the people from the 
Folition, The 
Phas left no one in doubt 
sirve for causing division 
Toad masses of the people 


| Bing 
nary) 

: feactionary 
ion ita 
calure a 


viene 

Achy mike} further splits and 
It Laag vanguard Le, among 
berth revolutionaries, The 


make al our split. 

Micouragine that an over- 
pity of cadres of the re- 
Smoups are fed up with the 
) Meimes and an irresisti- 
Me achieving unity in a single 
Pretaken them: (However 
[ prrindices and sectarianism 
Syae hancitaps and prevent 
unity from taking concrete 
foe. Often ‘minor differ- 
ean very well be resolved 
Be ttnmework of a single 
eee party, are exaggerat- 
fempts at unification gel 
Mtuation ‘must end. If 


cud gf 



















A tevolution, there has 
moonary party. 
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t hias been abridged, 


The CPI (ML) ud the Andhra Pra- 
desh Revolutionary Communist Party 
have been seriously sttiving. for bring- 
ing about. unification and consolidation 
in the ranks of the ‘communist revalu- 


tionaries under the benner of - single 
Marxist-Leninist. party ever since 1972. 
Their efforts toak a concrete shape whien 
together they issued a joint appeal, 

After prolonged and thorongh’  dis- 
ussions the. representatives of the CPI 


(ML) and the APRCP 


agreement’ on the following 


have reached 
major 
pomts of programme, tactics and party 
building, 

Ours w a. sémi-colonial, sémi-feudal 
imperialis! 


he 


several 


country in which 
powers contend. the principal being 4 
Soviet social-imperidlism and U.S. im- 
perialism. 

The Indian Revolution. in the present 
stage is anti-imperialist... lt is New De- 
mocratic Reyolution in nature 

The four major enemies of the Indian 
people are {i) Sovict social imperial 
ism, (i) U.S. imperialism, (in) few 
dalism and \(iv) compracor-bureaucra- 
tic capitalism, 

Alliance of the four classes te, the 
working class, peasantry, the urban 
petty bourgeduie and the national. bour- 





seoisie, has ta be forged for leading 


the new democratic revolution. The 
working ¢lass is the leader of this united 


front and 


is the core of 


the: workar-pensant alliance 
(he united front, The 
working class ‘absolutely relies on the 
landless and poor peasants, firmly 
unites with the: middle peasants and the 
urban petty bourgeoisie, seeks to wit 
peasants and the ' national 
bourgedisie and 
of its fattack 


dalism and 


the rich 
directs the main edae 
against imperialism, feu- 
compradordnureancratic 
capitalisnt. 

The working class is conscious thal 
national 


the. rich peasantry and the 


bourgeoisie ‘are vacillating and waver- 
ing allies of the new democratic revo- 
lution 

There are four basic contradiction; 
in the present Indian society. They are. 

(1) Contradiction between feudalism 
and the broad masses: of the people 

(ii) Contradiction between social-im- 
perialism and imperialism on 


hand and the nation on the other 


the one 


(it) Conttadiction between the work- 
ing class ancl the bourveoism, and 
(iv) Inter-imperalist (including so 


1: ; 
cialimpenalism) contradiétions and Uv 





ctians in the ruling classes 


tanner contra 
which are led by bie landlords 
bourgeoisie, 

Out of all these basic 


on. 
the pring ipal confradichon at 


contr: 








‘ <3 4% : ‘ 

sent phase is the one between feudali 

and the broad masses of the people 
The axis of the new demoeratir r 


volution i¢ the agrarian revolution 


The programme of nem I 


cemocrat 
récoginses the mahi ol fra: 


tions to selfdétermination. 


revolution 


The socialist revolution 


cd only after completing 





mocratic reve lution. 


Party and the Tactical Line 





The working class wantts. the: party ts 
rely on the peasants, establish bass avew 
in the éountryside in protactecd armed 
struggle ind use side lo en- 
circle and finally ilies, 

The working class and the people 


must forge three magic weapots will 
out whit h victory in revolution is Im. 


~Leninist. patty, 4 





possible—-a Marxi 


neople’s army and d revolutionary unit- 


ed front. It is the party that commands 
the army and it is the party that ! Te 
the aumited front 

All the struggles of the people agaist 
economic, political, ‘cultural and 





tary policies of the reactionary 
are revolutionary struggles and the re- 
initiate, conduct and 
The broad MASKS 

organised for reyve~ 


through complementing the 


volutionafies must 

lead these struggles, 
of the people can be 
lution only 
armed strugele by ‘mass struggfe, Ii 
is reformism to confine strugules of the 
people. to economic and partial clemantds 
only .and it is adventurism to ignore or 
boycott the mass strigeles of the peo 
ple on economic anc partial demands 
pelitical 


sirive ta 


on ‘the ptetext of conducting 
Miarsist-Leninists 
united front of al 


strugeles, 


forge a democratic 


very beeinning of the: 


develop 


classes from the 


activities and they strive 





the united front in cours 
struggles of the people 
oppressors 


Marxist-Leninists: must re 




















; 
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pose parli mentary cretinism and ind) 

vidual lerrovism as they obstrut the 
J | 

development of peoples war and 1so- 


from the peonle: 


take the 


late them 
Marxist-Leninists: must 
tryside as the centre of 


coun 
while 


ind 


xYavily 





, ‘ 
not abandoning work in the towns 
cities. 


While 


for bouaile 


countrysid 
nd the 


give top 


working in the 





ling the base are 


people's army, they must 


priority to concentrating on the moun- 


aineous and forest yegions and the 


river valleys in a planned manner. The 
dd adja- 





people in the plain 


or- 





cent to stitch zones 


ganised, 


While working in the countryside and 


the urban- areas efforts must begin to 


builel the 


’ 
must command 


The party 
the un and he un 
party. The 

Corimunist 


people's army. 


must never command the 


Chinese 


experience of the ‘ . 
Party, fraternal parties and also 


our owl 


other 
teach us that a 
of politi- 


experience 
péople’s army is built i course 
broad masses of 


cally: arousing: the 


people. in course of mobilising the 








realisation of their economic and p 
oe: 


cal demands, 
their exploiters and by 


battles “mest 
drawing ~ countless 


herece class 


nm course of 





militants from 
the working class, the peasantry and 
the urban intelligentsia. e 
ence teaches further to 
build a people's ann ndis 
ttiminately lansllords ex- 





ploiters’ in a conspiratorial manner 


campaign of annihilation of 


through 
class “enemies” altetiat 
from puelitic } 


causes disaster, It its 


band that we eet and 





army out of the theory and practice of 
inclividual terrorism. The party mu 
integrate with the landl ind pony 





peasants and firmly unite with the middle 


peasants, it must politically 


: , 
broad masses Of the peasantry 


basis of Marxism-Leninism-Mao 


peasant 


Thoust;: it must am 
| 


he landlords it mu 


and armed gtteril 


and disarm I 


village defence corps 





la squads from among the  peasan 
hk must form revolutionary : Sarl 
ommitteec: ne ral veloy them $ oYtans 


of people's rulk 


s 











landlord's Jand ane 








other properties for distribution among 
the as Wis the key of 
the agrarian revolution, and it must 


landlords, usurers, 
ofhcials. And 


a b ove 


despotic 
and corrupt 

carrying out the 
recruit and 





in cou 





mentioned tasks i ust 


train innumerable militants born out of 


and make them good 
commanders of the peo- 


forces of the enemy 


attack and 





and them te 

\ 
armed 
following the strategy and the 


formulated by Comrade 


tactics 
of people's war 
Mao Tze-tung. 

The working class 
revolution, while fight- 


which leads the 


new democratic 
ing elass batiles-on economic and politi- 
internation- 


; F 
cal issues, on national and 


. Pr , , , 
al issues will act as the mspirer and 
of other revolutionary classes 


mass actions in 





wy 
nng solidarity 


uppori of their struggle, spec ially the 


urale: of the pe asaniry 
Special. attenton will be given to 0} 


z the working class employed m 





the styatewic industries. 


must ultlise the contradiction: 


camp of their enemies; al a given 


and unile all the 








san be united and velop re- 


eit, 
we people in 
~ ; 

ule retainine thew ind 


+ 
i 





the « untyy wi 
pendence and initiative 
Party Building 
The Marxist- leninists must unite in 
single. party that takes Marxism- 











Leninisr Tse-tuna Thought. as its 
t! OF 1 uid adhere to prole 
tarian internationals 
The. party is to buinlt by grvine 
priority ta work in’ the countryside 


! 
wor? 





portance TX 





eryine proper i 


also 





= 
ind ¢ 





The party must master various forms 





mass 











n 
ity must adhere t mass hn 


ji : 
it must pursue the styl. 
inal] ite activ’ 





T HE. pleasure principle adapta 
capitalist cine oy ial 


1 organisation and style 


t combine 
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s ’ » t 
cinema does not exist iy eg 
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ma. The ciiema of TM 
Octavo Getino and Fer 































say in Towards A Third mt 
ihe came time one of desk ta > 
construction, destruction Of (li u 
that neo-colonialiam has creme } 
and construction of w ft - 











atures teutly 
The reatiHthily 


i) 


Ww hich re 





reality 





its. expressions. 


to their real place and hail 












subversive fact eaiia 
7 


neo-colonial situation snd al 
sumer societies. “In the lo 


it 


eminently 


















‘ 
ing ambiguity or péeudo-abie 









newspapers, literature ele, Was 

. : . 
tive freecdam of the peuplya 
ther own f 










lions to provide 
cease to exist, giving Way to) 
triction, when it is a question 
vision The eventiit 
1968 in France are quite Gila 


















1 . 
arc radio. 






point” 

Details of different <9 gH 
other cinema are  dificale a 
but impact las seniteanes Tue tly 
World cinema. Though 2m ath 
compared to bourgenis enema 
ing momentum and strength i 
reel, a ULS. film group, the 


of the Italian student [ovina 



















































Glms made by the Etots Gaaeee” 
Cinema Francois, and those af x 
and Japanese student movernene qt: 
ontinuation and deepening Oa * 
of a Joris Iven or © (CR 7 
Many film makers, partculady ses ee 
American counttics, wait @ “ 
conventional forny ‘of mus kines : P 
films. Speculation ix not dijeea ud 
praxis: On the other hand ls 
and praxis can be syath u 
net only an art form: i aul 
meant for the metamorphouh am ; 
sciousness of the audience Wii 
cipates im the action. The ni 

1 baryicades on tho A c 








Vontivideo: after 








WA Ue 








D Cuesta Estomtea (Mario 


Mikeiee who demonstrated and 


Lox 





Moternationale’ in Merida and 
Matter the of La Hora 
os, marked the beginning of a 
avel- 





lowmg 






Mind dificult road being tr 





Consumer societies by the mas- 






tice Of the revolutionary cinema 
that events should not be paiti- 
many, What is wanted is “expan- 






He inner reality of the event 
mommitted film-maker should not 





tvent superheilly from an 
Pe wandpoitt, rather he should 
Mistic unfoldment of the 
ee content is not a subsidiary 
TAS Prof. J. S. Saxena asserts: 
not 






OF : | 









corl- 









content Is 





food picture's 
® thing as its subject matier but 
| movie-maker sees in his sub- 
| . alter, 
Bes it and the viewer compre- 
Mh beomes an independent force, 
wee eohoON oF movement of feel- 
meh is always flowing back an 
























The content as the movie 


vn 
iy io ie the movie-makers’ basic as- 
-uedtion! id values, The content of 
evant Hime is a subsidiary element, a 


embellishment of the surfaces 
Mubject matter for it never in- 
Wihiers or disrupts the experi- 
images and 
Whatever he 


content 


A) 
icull 
ice fee M ¥ 


ugh & i ‘ 
Mito) 
emethy 


the Cine 


pith its specific 
ite specific words. 
mM matter, the 
Midian films is avowdly reaction- 
Adventures of Film Watching"). 
Meher hand, revolutionary form 
Mom the correct handling of 


visual 






















move 4 . ; 

to ta eee The subject matter of a poli- 
? A - 

those af I r not clear to all of us. Ina 

move Wickt cinema, facts of the clas 


Nite treated with absolute ob- 
end the film is- rich in content 
q : 1 it But the 
fequired for a correlation of 
and subjectivity is 
fp dave! iusions about so-called 
Ditis, particularly in our coun- 
Melaws of cinematic imagination 
Mit than ordinary laws because 
Which the cinema makes 


ning of 
: Chile 
oul sre 
ant te Ge 
f makes 
not diffe 
' hand 
ithest he 
a; u ie 
orphounts af 
ienee 


The 


the 


orientation, 


rigorous 


jore nigbrous than in other 
greater the charge of the 
Mrcter, the deeper the dis 
mitaley, the sturdier the base 
Hyelerences (o solid compara 


after . ‘ 
Tin is the dialectics of the 


FRONTIER 


cinema, The so-called political films 
svoid real subjectivity 

A protest film should be compelling, 
disturbing and bitter and the dialectical 
elements of the film will not’ portfay, 
interpret, symbolise or allegorise 
enquire. A protest film being a made 
of investigation, is made with the ‘unity 
of content and form, the unity of revo- 


but 


lutionary political content and the 
lirghest possible perfection of  aytisiix 


forms’. Content cannot be sacrificed in 
the name of form—elevatien is also im- 
portant in’ the branch of art. So a 
protest film is an” instrument ‘of inyesti- 
vanion the world ! 


and amidst the 
backdrop of class«struggfe illusions in 


of 
the realist cinema serve the purpose of 
contradictions, like Jean Lac Godard’s 
films. Films of suffering should be 
spectacular and didacti¢ and should not 


déal only with hornd sentimentality 
which evaporates like the spirit of cam- 
phor. It should not deal only with 


effect. but with the cause of sufferings, 
of the ery, Personal exercise with forms 
(Jike the personal essays of Chris Mar- 
ker) can be called author's cmema, A 
protest film (some call it earnest cinema 





or cinema engage) “should distract its 


spectators from realities, but unless a 
revolution is desired. (which means no- 
thing less than coinciding with and em- 
bodving collective Fantasies) it will never 
take place. A revolutionary cinema: which 
has to opcrate al different levels—fantasy, 
articulation of 
differ- 


ideology, science and 


these levels, which involve 
ent modes of discourse and 
positions of the subject, ts 


caled matter. 


different 


a compli4 


It is not easy to categorise different 
types of films falling within the pur- 
view of Other Cinema. However, an 
atterapt is being made. 

A. Films dealing with liberation mo- 
vements and anlti-imperialist slruggle: 
Some films based on documentary /re- 
portage style: e€.2. 

1. Pontecarvo: . "Battle of Algiers’, 


‘Quemada’. 


2. Joris Evans—(a) “The Spanish 
Earth’ 

(b) “The Four Hundred Million” 
(c) ‘The Seventeenth Parallel: 
The Treatening Sky’ 

3. Nagisha Oshima: “Dear Summer 


Lown oe 


Vietnam. 


Godard | 


2. Till Victory. 
Here, except in Godard's films, commu- 


nication is simple and direct and the 


| 


u 


the affected country, 


rector gOes straight to the problem of 


B. Films dealing with lIocal Jpolit- 


cal 
diate attention— 


Issues: some issues requve imne- 


‘Night and Fog 
dealing wath 


1. Nagisha Oshima: 
over Japan’ (film 
the fight between President Ame 


ricans and Japanese students), 


‘Minamata’ 


Z, Noriaki Tsuchimato: 


(deals with the pollution affect 
Ing & mmority commumty m 
Japan}. 


These films are instruments of politi- 


cal agitation and the director dialecti- 
cally unites impersonal observation and 


In these film it 
the 


personal participation. 


is not believed that masses are 


4 , 
mute . 


films border- 


ing on reformism. which never question 


C. Anti-establishment 
the cause but merely portray events and 
never speak of different modes of  re- 


presentation, 


D. Films dealing with political sub- 
jects and the him make 
that exploitation in neo-colonialist so- 
the of all trouble e.g. 
Jeorge Sanjines (1) “Ukamau’; (2) 
(2) ‘Blood of Condor’; (3) ‘Knight of 
St Juan’. Here the camera acts as a 
rile and through this medium the dir 





raises. issucs 


creties 18 root 


ector explains the abjective conditions 
in consonance with subjective reality 
and film makers like Amberto Rieso 
(‘The Cry of the People’) and Remun- 
do Glaucher ('Mexico—the Foreign Re 
volution’) directly call. for active parti- 
cipatian ‘Mm Wesistanke struggle. Anti- 
imperialist struggle im different countri¢s 
of the Third World is the order of the 
day «and the importance of such 
films needs no }laborate | recounting. 
The Other Cinema ie. third cinema, in 
the opinion of Octovio Getina and Fer- 
nando Solanas, “is the cinema thal re- 
cognises in that strugele thle most sigan: 





9 
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tie cultural, scientific and artistic ma- 
lAstathion of our time, the great possibi- 
lity of constructing’ a liberated person- 
ality with each people as the starting 


point—in ‘a word, the  dlecolonisation 





of culture . 

Ousmane Sembene, maker of ‘Man- 
dabi’, himself a prot: agonist of Marxism- 
Leninism, speaks of a cinema at jhe 
same lime spectacular and didactic. 
What he wants is a series of militant 
African filma to promote the cause of 
truly indigenous African cinema. one 
that can serve as a_ political tool in 


Africa's struggle to fre@ itself from co- 





lonialiam and rata ak, 





The i“ exaniple of this category of 
films is ‘La: Hora de Los Hornos’ (The 
Hour of the Furnaces) made in 1966 


hy  Solanas and Octavio Getina, 
of Argentina, It can be  -call- 


ed a period of piece of political film 
showing in three parts a series of politi- 
cal events, the history, origin in other 
words or the ‘chronicle .of Peronism’, 
‘chronicle of the resistance’ and the. act 
of inciting violence for liberation. The 
film has been shown im factories and 
the audiences have been harassed by the 
police, Hence. undéereround screening 
Was arranged at different pee In: the 
words of Salanas and Getmo “Beyond its 
specific qualities, the film is intended as 
act lo- 
Fe 


feature 








provocative element, and an 
Wards liberation.. The special 
of the film is that before the screening 
texts are distributed yeproducing General 
San Martin's order of 1819 exhorting 
the peanle to fight for liberation. Re 
volutionary marches are heard. In the 
intervals, a speaker will guide. A slo- 
gan underlines th nature of the situ: 
tion. “Every spectator is a coward or 
1 traitor”’.’ 

The film directly exhorts: the audience 
not to he a passive onlooker but to act 


towards. liberation. The conditions as 
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desc mbed tn the first part r thy fly fich, party ularly ¢ Glauber Rocha 
" ; 
re e tered by Oppression tig 
. : i : n different thoes of distelbuta "| 
1 dependence h ie idting tet’ | exhib; : 
, 1 ' duction and ¢e LION 

gainst the prople daily W r sae 54 m= rita tI | 
smoullacecd and noe need to mani- cal hims. On the other hard 


itself in explictt forms, Its conse- strieline hard in the. motleeal 
quences are hunger, jlliterac ienati : <- 
j ger fection of form and content, Tie 


of ‘La Chinoise’, ‘Wind from thew 3 





, ; ; ae 
tthe destruction of authentic national 


} 
vaines, 


; : {iy eer ten ety ' , 
E. Protest films made in allegorical firmly proclaims that the onmenm 

Wr 

oI surreaiist forms  ¢.2. Them- theoretical rifle and the rifle iy a pone 
ade tp } as a sebataivale ; 

rock 3 another kind ¢ eytiiatiee =. ~ 

- <a , camera. From his “Week End h 

ment film made in surrealist style. Here Koy ' i 

the form dominates over content. swicthed over to counter-cmems) ai 


Hence it is not easy for the audiences values are diametrically opposite 


; nder ncl the woteam . seta nines 
to understand rossam r substance hou 


sols cinema. Godard jenn 





to break with Hollywood ‘cineeae 





to set up his counter cinema afd) 


gressive 


cinema ne, he is the most impartinl ae 


not made conte today. Nevertheless, therp i 


tt hey are 





people who think that there aro eameeets © 


. a2 < ; L 
sions in his stratecy, which Bluat im pe 
wucl 
' they 
ower the series of terms, fiction imiiNend 





personal 
kind of 
ed easily 
is yet in 
nerally finance d 
government or 


ation, 
1 







which 
even tend to nullify itr his & 





deceyition Fae 





semi “4 , 4: 
cation / ideology / lies 











institutions 


and the bias of towards  Sion/representation ete, 


Fay SS ates os $ mNOt - , 
this kind of pseudo-political film is not The movement for the Other Cites 
shrouded in mystery. John Mathews ee 
— ‘ : counter-cinema must be yigordug 
comments: ‘What of Solanas” personal ait 8 ¥ 
achievement? Obviously he is in danger 
of being swallowed by the patronage of of militant. films in different Gli 

lotion tnvallaetinle_caw farertest am -) Gee Bae ; 

Western intellectuals—as happerted to The people in the Third World areiie 
his unfortunate predecessor, Glauber 


Recha. La Hora de Los Hoarnos. was 


treated in Paris with all the tenderness 


ched through production and dwhmn 


in conditions of acute strugele 
hellish life. there is no demoonigy 


ina hothouse. freedom for the millions, The pea 





given to a speciou: 





was displayed for talification o <8 
It was displayed for gratification of for the continuity of a eval 


vating in a chic Parisian film 








the discrimi a 
upon the strengthening 


cinema re 








studio” H 
Bo Filme on Mare no- rigorously underground base’ steiim 
litical sul jects ane ¢ tha 






question the mode 
From the stand 
Tean Luc Goda I 
Sounds’ and ‘Pravda’ are qiiite different For Frontier contact 












‘White Movil’, “Land in a Trance’. While APOLLO BOOK HOUSEAEEEE 
Racha believes in snontancitv. mysticism 

id anguish of ths indrdual. Go-. <, 

dard’ F cli om king nolitzcal K. B. Road: 











approach the audience politicalls Ge Jorhat-2, 






seri lously rvoids rush of emo- 


tions. Film makers from. Latm Ame- Assant. 



































id ‘Triennale at New Delhi 
Se declared open on February 
Ptintmie ups to March 21 
Mi) Kala Galleries 
fae the Bahalpur House annexe 
Way near. The 
Galléd a day carlier. 
ent of wunreality in the whole 









Rabjindta 


critics and 


om x4 


There 
4 
the foxtign artists, com- 
Hignitaries, the press, critics, 
me, the TV people and their 


mparts- Delhi is haunted 


ae mie of unreality, insulated aga- 
nena tnd one almost had the 


at One §=was inside a capsule 
anny toward some planet. Old 
ite riots and curfew but. not 
Sople teached this isolated shore. 
seemed 
id many languages. but there wis 
mp ite tower of babel. Alto- 
seven countries participated, 
Mmematioval jury consisting of 
Mineler (USA). Walter Zani- 
td’ VR. Ambedkar (India) 
#uld medal each with cash 
ir. Luminkangas (Finland), 
{Frunee), Kozo Mio (Japan), 
gents iF, RR, of Germany), D. 
/ pp fldolland) and Shanty Dave 


oblivious of India. 


¢ pied 


‘+ Chee 


vvously i 


1 
| diwtriba 


“it 
ld aren Mmi-agree with the jury who 
ahs, it would be 
{he awards . 
mad funds to provide know- 
mW achievements all 
Peponally, I think it would 
Weabolids the Triennale alto- 
FiliMiee the money to needy 


wiser to 


mocratyl and institute 


(he fot y 
revelutip 


over the 


igthening 
struc att 


artials, i) centres 
Thor after all the arty crowd 
aii very small and to give 
mire toy worth Rs 8 or [0 
Mimaide the point. 

fami Tumours were in the air. 
Ma had been rejected were Dba- 
wh tie = AIFACS galleries 
Rie to them one could fee! 
fai forgive the selectors if 
em exhibited next time. One 


the protesters of the last tei- 
Wan over by diplomacy, and 


Various 
1 





1975 


Sunderbats 03 


“mass 


@ Third Triennale—New Delhi 


SANbDIP SARKAR 


space given to aritsts living in 
| 


the W all 
ouler indian 





cities 
mazing and members of the 
triennale commmiutles ‘thought it was better 


than be wor- 





to keep the Gy | 


& Lappy 





ned by Ue | 





yal Beng ligers of the 





le mysterious sca mons 
A Madvi 


en more space than Bijon 


ters of the Arabian Sea, 


Parekh Was $i 


Chaudhury and Rabin Mandol tegether, 
Only posterity will judge how ridiculous 


they were. This is one example and one 


1 
could fel many many more. 


‘ ig= 8 Ul : 
One could feel ‘that in Dell the artists 


were favoured outcastes. supported by 


ig 
black money and upper-middle-class 


Westernised people and the Delhi artists 


were happy to know that they were 


of goods for the luxury matr- 





ket. the gallery owners ‘ard cfitics 
ganged up to build an image of one ar- 
that of 


The Dhoomi: Mal Gallery handed ‘out in- 


fist and to demolish another. 
Vitation cards al the biennale to honour 


Shanti Dave and it- was clearly stated 





that it ‘invites -you for drinks’. There are 
intelligent critics in Delhi like Jaya Ap- 
aswamy, WViy Krishnan of The Statesman 
delightful Mr Keshav Mallick 
one who went about like 








and the 
but there ‘was 
1 self-important cock in his shorts and 
idd to this Rabindra Bhavan and the 
National Gallery of Modern Art and you 
have a complete picture. Some are good 
vested 
dthers play the game of diplomacy and 
still others Those 
who 
Mallick suffer. 
reactions of two or three commissioners 
and as we ‘had the ‘same 
could communicate. 


politicians and have interests, . 
aré like prostitutes. 


have sensitive souls like, Keshav 


In fact I saw the violent 


reaction we 
One began to ques 
lion such myths as the sacredness of the 
personality. The meaning of 


national frontiers but 


artist's 
art could cross 
tain cultaral context but meaningless in 
a cross-cultural situation. Much was ‘ap- 
than 
they were produced for 

11 


entertainment and like 





plied technological methods rather 
works or art, 
and furni- 


lure clesigning one could see the built-in 


obsolescence. Much of this. so-called art 
and smelt of decay 
and incoherence, but about five per cent 


was dehumanised 


of the work one felt that it was the real 
thing. 
st 


of mass Me- 


rinking of 





artist. to reach 


t; at te i? aap | " 
cua, 3-15 quite. easy ior at 





very large public and conversely he 
is liable to be bullied by 


mecondly, as the 


international 
trends. standards of 


chatlatan ‘may 


judgment are lodse, a 


easily pass of as an arlist, and con- 
piracy of the dealer-critic-publicity 
junta’ might create Gujral 
sells at a Ingher price than Jamin Ray, 
therefore Gujral is a better artist than 
Jamim’ Ray might get away 
with such silly syllégisms; On the other 


quite 


confusion, 






one 


hand, one could also learn humility at 
A bad artist does not’ be- 
A food 


artist cannot become a best seller by 


this triennale. 
come a best seller intentionally, 


intentionally choosing to dé certain things 


that lve thinks the public likes. Because 
his wisinterity will be evident. imme- 
diately. Shanti Daye attracts people 





who have money butino soul because he 
is sincere and works ‘hard to be ¢on- 
vincing. His award-winning “Shankar 
Dhai’ (30017 cm) hae 
ish but appears like a longwinded speech, 
It is as:saccharine like and antiseptic as 
Delhi city, One thinks that Mr Am- 


bedkar, the Indian juror, failed to do his 
foreign jury to 


a lot af flour- 


duty by allowmg the 


this one a prize. Perhaps he had 
a hand in it too! 
International Sanction 


The artists, in a technological sacicty; 


is trying to say he is free and cant do 
as he chooses. This is partly because 
he feels insecure as a fringe element; 
and the capitalist with his Gargantuan 
siomach can gobble up all protest art 
including ‘Guernica’. This is the 
of the artist's insecurity and he js 
essure that 


mea-~ 
sure 


made to feel through subtle 





he ts et the merey of forces that are 
larger than him. Morcover, there is. the 


pressure of becoming backdated and the 
shadow of technology, which forces the 
artists to use ever newer industrial tech- 
result as: far as 


niques. but ihe net aes- 


theties goes 1s very little. A: lot of it 








































eta 




















tather than lan- 


Leh te 


Australian 


fake 


artist, 


Lhe 


sculpts 


cerlan « amples. 


wa Pachucka, 
heures with string and crochet hook but 
her exact copying of the human figure 
On the 


the Australian 


| 
has something vulgar, 


other hartd we 


yery 
remembes 
Calcutta a few 
one « ould feel 

and the nudity of both. Michael Taylor 


i sensiive pul ne 


exhibition in years ago 


i 
and nature 


where man 


rer to American ac- 
Sur- 





minting than anything else. 
the 


over 





y this ts time ! 


first 


by 


powled American 


Hcen 
Loumse Nevelson w 


an assistant to 


ihe Meviean painter Diego Rivera. She 


hy a 


ed assemblage 


ery personal idicm and uses box- 


) 
to form a sort of wooden 


ad 1 / . 
screen wall \ single uniform 


colow this time—-and 





ire not shapes 


ition to each other. 





BH ° } " 1. 
rier acquatint and coilege graphics work 


t ract siapes in 


On smoot DSI Xa post- 


tton,- and, this wordless poetry has some- 


thing that 
Sati 


affects the inside, By compari- 
looks 


that 


k Gujral’s sculpture 
the 
s work possible js not there 


THe ce 


mature technique. 


s0n 





' 
siiam, social reality 


the hollowness 
Yet, 
it is Interesting to note that they were 
both tra by Mexican 
Americ: pA 


interesting things on view, 





ned artiss, 


? ; 
ram possibly Japan 
had the most 





vere careful show |} 
were careful to show how 


‘nt time view hu- 
whaols 


the J apanese 
| 


very restrained and the ten- 


modern life is 


shows 


camouflaged. 
beings as 
make 


Surrealist an 


human 


Watanabe 


hich the 


conter 


in approach, he 


T, Oshima is 


istic too but there ts inlensity 


on 


aristocratic poetry mere trees assume 


human character 
id ol 


rather 


a girl flies @ but- 
kite, I 


th i 


but the 


Imagery 
eae 


extreme 


terfiy inste 
i pictorial 
to the 


yayeun 


is Lilera 








photo-rea 


Mio pursaes 
and. acrylic 
and. the effect almost collides 
The face. of 


viewed from front and sidé 


point and wses a 3} 
with phe - 
fovraphy woman 15 
and this js 
juxtaposed with butterfly, of it is view- 


12 


Irom forehead tk 


o} 


j 
own 
a plece folded cloth te 


a manner so that if seems 


Techni- 
but the 
It show's us 

its 
rouline and 


out of the canyas, 





que-wise he is brilliant first 


nmpact seems to. wear off, 


a technological sociely at zenitli 


when creativily becomes 


soulless in the process, 
F. Boyd and L, Evans’ technique is 
near to that of Kozo Mio, but the British 


i 7 
palr to be influenced more by pho- 


seem 





lorraphy than the Japanese are; 


as 
is no stylisation involved but only 


- 
there 





selection, one wond whether these 


two artists’ joint venture could be called 





painting, However creates a 


moor with a sandy sea-shore taking up 
lot of 


distant sea with almost invisible bathers 


space the foreground and a 





anda beautiful sky. On the foreground 
one sees a man coming out of a pale while 
car, There is subtle drama but is i 
Howard Hodgkin is more of 
a real painter than these other two (re- 
H.. H. 
sétigraphs 
Hodgkin's 
nand Leger in some ways but he is ca- 
He 


reduces everything to the bare essential: 


painting? 


' 
had a one-man show of 
he Academy of Fine Avsts). 


point of departure is Ferdi- 


cently 


pable of walking owt on his own. 


and communicates with suggestions and 
liis almost monastic austerity has’ power. 
The Federal Republic of Germany has 


also photo-realism and spray-gun picture 





which had one dominant colour—white 


—ancd reminded one of asylums and hos- 
Richter, Kriez Willikens 
take us for a walk with photographic 
but cannot move 
France showed us a revival of surrealism 


pitals. G. or 


Cc ntic 7 iliusion us. 
with another name, Of the three artist 
J French 


we see none seems to have a 
Brown was 


and only J. J, 
in France bot ha has a 
This 


‘ ' 
quit? powerful WOYKS 


name born 


pet ullay none 
French name. section has some 
hut pictorially spea- 
Atila 


intensity of vision 


king one experiences nothing new, 
ind H Weiss har e 
hardly break new ground 
exhibition is indicates 


could say without any hesita- 


If this 


then one 


any 





technique. 


the 


probably indestr 


dominate 


tion that 
surrealism and fantasy art 


of man today. 


(To be continued) 
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Ramleela 


? 


By A Drama Crone 


DVERTISING rates beng win 
not possiile fame 
group te seek publicity uy 
eet of Ay 


MOCUILT 
of oxcellent plays 


ive, it Bs 
theatre 
the newspapers 
sult a nombser 
out in the cold and often vam iy 
This was thy 


the play Ramleela staged by 


empty houses; 
theatre unt from Uttersara, at vee 
demy of Fine Arts on PFeRRiRE 
Written by Dipak Sen and ai 

Alokesh Bandopadhyay, the play ; 
and did 

low our interest to slacken fora 
iH i jalra J iM) 
by a lecherous ex-loul is scoutiinms 
for female talent when a neh 2am 


milo action effortlessly 


| i 
ungiardeda moment 


who happens to be on the spol 
that the local prostitute, Belen 
be given the role of Sila in the # 
Ramleela a atdiences 
up sex andshe would help. to ee 
show The 
titute, however, is not willing ip 
life ary 
idea that she, 


moder 
commeyetul success, 


further and ¢ ; 
Site, should Ind | 
al to her role and ive the 

of titillation tt looks fam 
und the Jeader 


rise hey 


zamindayr 
constant pressure % 
villagers flock ‘frm 
areas to see the jatra, the fl 
players rebel against the roles ome 
on them and hegin to-speak of tie 


of their own broken, imp 





} 
CLAN 


re alrives 


} 


which rouses the pa 
tic audience as no Ramleela conit 
to do, While all thir woes (thy 
is arrive on thie 
ane explain to the averieved hj 
thar fr 


; 


Ab. 
ly 


hope 


whan intellecty 


1 now <a 
: aa 


Lary OViSieell 


and vill gers 





nusl portray their: ord 


in plays and jatras and mom 


through the perfunctory and it 
cal motions of typical jatta plies 
t ; a 
scenes the ancient 
Ml this has an electrifying im: aT 
the zamindar with his fond dr 
ex-charged 


trom 


picting 


vast 
indemned and 


jatra ane 





MARCH @ 


P This pi 
ee Seer 
kinel 
whi 
Storm oD 
middie « 
es. it 

a pi 
hits a 


col 


« 


nm mi 
md Vi 
UN 
nek tant t 
¥ he cf 
igre 


PiAarly 
mie. sts 


Tendo 


f tfon 
mt i) 
ond I 
Shama! 
intelle 
aye 
ow! p 


Air: 


Fo 


B 4 


L 









Hay was very mtelligently devised 
med a powerful crusade against 
mi of vulgar, obscene and effete 
ich has now taken Calcutta by 
iid is now, quite the rage in some 
Hiss and upper-middle class cir- 
is also a plea for. making com- 
heoile more conscious of their 
Mint of what needs amputation in 
i Lately, there have 
Wy plays with a similar message 
on but unfortunately most of 
her peddled slogans and became 
Political tracts without any art- 
mel or downtight poster dramas. 
























































i society. 


Shave the ingredients of a ma- 
hy and the méssage which) isso 
pul across is well integrated with 
mune of the play itself. so that 
mot feel that we are being got 
ie actors enjoyed: their roles (re- 
and gave a very scintillating 
mee, One would like to single 
Ppericular Bela, Kedar, Keshitu 
im for thei excellent acting. 
ans Dibakar as the two urban 
0 lacked and 
Heleconsciously dead-earnest sort 
mance. Bela’s having to ex- 
pihe nature of her profession 


conviction 


ng 


id rest - y 
olde mole the meets was a little re- 
. thea pan could, perhaps, be cut out 


oks fame ue fo take her at her Face 
icaden uae The lighting and stage sets need 
sure ee met! There was abundant out- 
cock Frew phiuour im the right places: and 

a é§ speech and clarity of 


ty y ay 

aa . ihe playwright is to be congra- 
ik of the , 

‘ken, icy -.. 

he pia 


cela cout 

gogn 
e on . 
neved ff 


m nove ia 


fonlier contact : 


RA NEWSPAPER 


ras 
y and 
jatha 7 y 
ancl 
fying 0 
fund ie 
nel vos) 
ned 


vb. 
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Hook Review 
SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT IN INDIA; 
PROGRAMMES AND PROBLEMS 
By Kailash Chandra 

Rama Krishna & Sons, New Delhi 


Price not. stated. 


NCE a protege of the Government 
of India, both as an administrator 
and as a social worker, but. now: ditched 


by it, Mr Chandra has not: just made, 


a virtue of necessity in getting his own 
back on the Government. He is right 
in pointing out that its performance in 


the field of social welfare leaves much. 


Planning in India had 
an auspicious beginning, but in. the 
subsequent petiod a curious twist in 
the planners’ attitude playéd the deuce 
with the spirit ‘of participation of the 
people. Thwarted and unfulfilled expecta- 
tions left the people estranged. Resistance 
ernment has orily exposed itself: [t is 24 


to be desired. 


yeard now since it resorted fo five year. 


plans, But in spite of that the country 
has gone tothe dogs, and now when thie 
ffih plan is virtually a non-starter and 
the country observes a plan-holiday, 
the timeliness of the book is ‘unques- 
tionable. 

The Government has fallen back on 
first principle after } another. 
“Community Development” has been 
supplanted. by “Minimum Needs’, and 
the rulers of India have wished 
noble ideas to work miracles. But-if 
wishes were horses, beggars would ride. 
Implementation of these projects or 
their operational part has been largely 
neglected. The planners, social scien- 
lists, and social workers in India look 
askance at one another and any. con- 
certed effort towards progress remains 
a far cry. 

For Mr. Chandra the virus of decline 
lies in éxtteme politicisation, and he 
thinks depoliticisation is the panacea: for 
all social evily. He makes a distinction 
between participation and commitment 
(as if there ds anything mtrinsically 


one 


these 


bad in commitment of any kind). The 
book is full of other naivetes, Mr. 
Chandra thinks the only cure of the 
economic malaise is greater reliance 


on. voluntary endeavour, that mysterious 


maid-of-allawork, and hie calls for a 


zyeatey leverage for voluntary -organisa- 
toins in. this He would 
have clipped the wings of bureaucracy. 


respect, 


He makes a point of crymg down every, 
Government enterprse and of flattenne 
all voluntary ‘endeavour to the skies. 
He has discarded GNP and per capita 
income as yardsticks of progress, but 
his attitude to-thy 
for 
idolatry. 


National Programme. 
Minimum Needs is 
However, fefi 


cate his preferences as to the Minimum 


just ‘this side 
alone jo indi- 
Needs Programme and such voluntary 
efforts as Youth Mr 
Chandra Hobson's 


Against Famine, 


can make only a 
choice. For, his allergy to an amelic- 
rative service programme organised by 
endemic to Indisn 
kim ‘of any 
programme is an Antellectual 


and Mr Chandra 


is <6 much of w prey to. this 


“eres : 
the Government is 





intellectuals,  C social 





welfare 
commonplace in [nelia 
tendeney 
thar both the “Na- 


foy Minimum Needs” 


that he cannot see 
P 


tional Programme 


and “Youth Against Famine” 


ed pious wishes, and while 


remain- 
extolling 
one, one could not eafelv crv the other 
down. 

Mr Chandra’s prescription -of a So- 
cial Sectoy of Private 


non-descript. Economically speaking it 


Enterprises ‘is 


is a half-way house hetween laissez 
faire and mixed economy. Politically 
speaking it gets ug nowhere. , It! is 
individifalism collectivism. 


neither for 


It ts at best a jumble. 

The beck abounds in quaint fdeas 
The Gandhian scheme of basic educa- 
tion was abandoned by Indian politi- 
cians though they paid lip service to IL 


Burt 


assumes, 


the Chinese system, Mr Chandra 
was inspired by it, and .the 
credil for its giving expected result goes 
to Gandhi. 

The book is a watered down yersion 
of India’s economic and social ille, and 
thowsh Mr Chandra 


home truths that could not very well he 


has uttered few 


palatable to the Government, the end 
muddled. 


Amartya 


product is 


Mukhopadhyay 














(Continued from p. 8) 


3 ere P ’ 
mancdism in its style of working. 


The party must adhere (he »prin- 





tralism in its 





ciples of democratic c 


functioning. It must strictly adhere to 


the four disciplines: individual is. sub- 
. ‘ 
ordinate to the unit ; lower committees 


to the higher 


commit- 


subordinate to the 





the party member 


subordinate to the Central Committe 
Islish 
tablist 


permit € 


The party must not 


ment of personal regimes j ly must fune- 





ynmiliec 
of  leadey- 
ade Mac Tse 


itible w ith 


tion on the basis of the 





system and the 


ship’ laid down by Comr 


tung. Factions are incomp 
the party, 
In view of the common understand 


} ' i] 
ng belween the Iwo partes on all the 


major pomts of progtamme, lactics 
ind party building, we have 


fo unite mto oa 





le omed at] the COMMUMTISE revolu 


Hionaries In otr country 
will come forward te unite in the CPI 
(ML) 


without further 


Satyanarain Singh 


Secreary CPI (MI) 
Paila Vasudeva Rao 
CeuML) ) 

P, Ramana 


Andhra. | 





Secretary 


QD Pere ies 
Sevanutionary 


For Frontier contact 

Cc, P. CHOWDHERY, 
The English Book Shop, 
33, Sector 22, 


Chandigarh 
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Letters 


Murder of Mahalanobis 





| Hertel 

It is highly te(table that you should 

> pu } an article with the above 
litle in your columns. Within any or- 


“bbtes be- 


eantsaton there are petty sc 





tween different sections of employees. 

| dat Lhle int ‘ 
[he article reflects th bble interests 
if st sections ol ssional 








In lian tatistical Insti- 


ite. Many of the views expressed in 


the artid. about the conditions within 
before and after the 


P, C. Mahalanobis 


holding 


at organisation 








on W 





iloft m ac ideals all these 
lay 1 whe were sacrificed 
all at one recent sym- 
nposiun he Id if the ore LHIS ition —des- 
cribed by the cheap ‘sensational title 
“Murder of Mahalanobis"— are mat- 


differences 


ters on which there will be 
f opinion among those who belong: to 


the orgart'sation or who know eee its 
myself 
Frontier as a arte journal, 
looks at social, 
oblems of the 


of the 


affairs. But many a reader | 


} 
reqara 





journal that economic 


nd political pr country 
from the 


the masses ded 





Viewp< oes 








se scruabt bles e 








country or even to 
educated public It has interest only 
for a tiny section of that privileged 
sional people who, one 


profes 


group of 

and all. eam a good living “at the cost 
mm ‘ 1 

oT the masse emple yees of the white 


elephants which are the research imsti- 
should 


Frontie ‘+ oo oul of ifs way to cive pro 


im this country. So why 





tuti 





Ashok Rudra 
New Delhi 


Delhi 


ronment s 


Trouble 


The Incira Gor trigger- 


happy policemen and the  anti-socials 
= | 
; 


in they anxiety to grab power every- 


where took a toll of at least: nine tives. 
of the piabrals in the Jama Masjid 
area. In the Home Consultative Com- 
mittee meet | hammered the issue and 


the Government had no reply to put 





forward. q 

The anger of the people aa 
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